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Why Don’t We Use Written English to
Communicate Requirements?

Work in progress

Consider the sentence “Mary had a little lamb” and think about all the meanings this could have based
on where you put the emphasis on the sentence:

Mary had a little lamb - it was Mary's lamb, not John's
Mary had a little lamb - she doesn't have it any longer
Mary had a little lamb - she only had one lamb; other people had more
Mary had a little lamb - it really was surprisingly small
Mary had a little lamb - she didn't have the curried chicken like everyone else

More words will often add to the problem, not make it simpler.
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